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Correspondence from Germany
Spremberg, February 23, 1908

Esteemed Volksblatt Readers!

It is about time that something from
our region appears in the Volksblatt again.
This last summer, taken as a whole in
Germany in 1907, was not particularly good.
As this year brought dryness, so last year it
brought continuous wetness. The rye, for
example, cost 18 — 20 Mark per scheffel.
Everything is much more expensive than 2
years ago, since a lot of grain was destroyed
by the wetness. Added to that, there is still a
shortage of jobs, especially in the larger cities.
Those who don’t have any desire to work, as
well as those who have learned only one trade,
which is not doing well, start conflicts, uproars
and demonstrations. Wretched people, they are
a disgrace to the whole country. They are so
helpless, that they don’t even want to chop
some firewood, even if they had such. And
when they try, everything flies into the face of
those dumb ox, and they have to go to the
doctor. In contrast, our carpenters and brick
layers, in the winter when nothing can be built,
go and make cordwood, and earn good money.

This winter, hundreds of acres were
damaged by the caterpillars and ruined. Count
Armin also had workers from Goerlitz making
cordwood. Twenty men were recruited in
Schleife, and they had enough work in the
countryside.

On February 15, the grave digger
Johann Struck from Trebensdorf had come
from Weisswasser and had laid a 2 kilometer
stone on the tracks of the Goerlitzer Railroad
to derail the passenger train number 772 going
from Weissenberg to Spremberg out of gross
brutality, or whatever else he had in mind.
Fortunately, the train was not derailed. Thank
the Lord, that would have been a tragedy,
since the train was filled with passengers.
Struck now sits in the jail at Muskau.

It was very cold here in the winter, but
with hardly any snow. To hinder the work of
the caterpillars, glue rings are placed around
the tree trunks. The caterpillars can’t get
across the rings. This had to be done, since the
Forestry Department had not sold much straw,
or just a little. All the readers of the Volksblatt
who come to Germany know what that means,
when they take a look in the barns. The
farmers have to have straw and they can’t do
without it. But when the straw stays in the
forest on the moss, it grows knee high, and the
caterpillars multiply themselves by the
millions and their destructive work begins.
With greetings to the readers.

M. Hantschke

Translated by Ed Bernthal
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